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Consider the T-phage virus. A T-phage cap T Y T e
replicate itself; it
reproduces by hijacking the DNA of a bacterium, forcing
its host to make
millions of copies of the phage. Similarly. an idea can
parasitically
infect your mind and alter your beha causing you
to want to tell your
friends about the idea. thus exposing them to the ideammmunicate to others. Garbled
virus. Any idea versions of a useful meme would presumably be selected out.
which does this is called a “meme” (pronounced ‘meem’). 5o, in theory at least, the ability to understand and communicate
Unlike a virus, which is encoded in DNA moleculegomplex memes is a survival frait, and natural selection should favor
ameme is nothing those
more than a pattern of information, one that happeRgho aren't too conservative to understand new memes. Or does it?
to have evolved a form In
which induces people fo repeat that pattern. Typical practice, some people are going fo be all too ready fo commit any
memes include new meme
individual slogans, ideas. catch-phrases, melodies. that comes along, even it it should furn out fo be deadly nonsense.
icons, inventions, and like:
fashions. It may sound a bit sinister. this idea that *jymp off a cliff and the gods will make you fly."
people are hosts for Such memes do evolve, generated by crazy people, or through
mind-altering strings of symbols, but in fact this is mjs-replication. Notice. though, that this meme might have a lot of
what human culture is appeal.
all about. The idea of magical flight is so tantalizing -- maybe. if | truly believed.,
As a species. we have co-evolved with our memeg;yst might leap off the dliff and...
Imagine a group of This is a vital point: people try to infect each other with those
early Homo Sapiens in the Lafe Plei: 5 i less of the memes'
They've recently arrived
with the latest high-tech hand axes :
show their Homo
Erectus neighbours how to make them. Those:
can't get their heads around =
the new meme will be at a disadvani
out-evolved by their . ”
. smarter gou's_ins. e
leanwhile, l‘e meme: evoE/in?iq o L
i ‘asin the game of | 3 -_r -
4 " Télephone" (where a message i whis e or el ,!' £\ £ T)ehave in a way.similar to
¥ *‘u'{)gomap'erson,b!ing'“ e g -"}_ }‘: A F Il :I.
- Tl et

slightly mis-replicated each time). Selection favors a 1l
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earworm: ,A tune or melody which infects a populatlon rapidly.”
a hit sonq (Such as: ,Don't Woyry, Be Happy .)-(f. German, ghrwurms=:
eyeworm: , A |ctqre ? éty e w lIj'l
uch as: runge”.) (

worm
cts 2 po ulatlo
worm,

rapidly.”
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You really had a good

time.

Hot patfootie,

soul,
rock’'n

My head used to swim
from the perfume |
smelled.

My hands kind of
fumbled with her white
plastic belt.

I'd taste her baby pink

IaerdS“Cal& s when |

d melt

And she

d whisper in my ear tonight

she really was mine.

Get back in front, put some hair oil

bless my
really love that
roll.
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dy°lolly was singing his ver last song.

h your arms around your girl you'd try td
felt preHy good Woo You really hald

pp gqc}tle Igds MY s 8u| I really Iove tha
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sonething”® . tne wEY
EMere"s gl tCer Ih thE aln
JFATREL OR Hina

somesne elag ipalde me

someone could get skinned, how?

my—my

soneanes f=tch & priest

you can't say no Eo the beauty and Ehe beast

darling

my —my

you can't say no to the beauty and the beast
(liebLlingl

my =my

You can't say Ao (o the beauty and the beast

i wanted to believe me
i wanted to be pgood

i wanted no distractians

Like =uyery oo should

my =my

nothing will corrupt us

g ] nothing will compete
fou cay ! say.aa
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nre ya fimed for moonlighl? How'ars ya lied for stars? How are you fiaed for kissin® ¥ while we II-MLm I guitars?
Mo are ya led for someons ko waleh fhe esin sih? To aroll down the lans with For someang 1o jus! @9 o lifls ifnsann with?

How mre yeour Lied lar nmm'rm:.T.l'i‘b‘tﬂn raes ihad shine so bright® 1 e let tancy take s, ale coulbd make us a Loy 1 gl
How are wa fiaed [or soimeo e 'n"h-:'ll Eit your arms like a giovet Hey. tell me. baby, how are you lied lor love?
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How are ya fixed for ks while vwe dig rhose will guil@s? Hive are ya fiwed for someons fo it and tan with 7
Tio wiorry and plan wirh 7 For someans o dines right ram oul of & can willy
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partt

Der Hase sitzt jreudestrahlend im Schaukelstuhl. Hereinkommt Gott verkleidet
als Tod und will dem Hasen das Fell biirsten. Biirsten mochte der Hase noch nie
und jetzt erst recht nicht, wo der Tod ihm das Fell biirstet. Dem Hasen fdllt aup,
dass er dem Tod nicht einmal was zu trinken anbieten kann, auch
keineSitzgelegenheit, hat ja nur den Schaukelstuhl,

doch das Freudestrahlen ist ihm vergangen.

Der Tod hat jetzt auch genug vom Fellbiirsten

und sagt zumHasen: Dein Fell ist hiibsch und

glatt und der Hase denkt, dann geh doch

bitte gleich wieder, doch er sagt das nicht,

weil er schlieBlich den Tod vor Augen und in

seinem Einzimmerapartement hat, und der

ist ja dann doch wirklich ne Respektsperson

und bietet dem seinen einzigen
Schaukelstuhl an. Gott kann sich in seiner albernen Verkleidung wegen der Sense

gar nicht setzen ohne was kaputt zu machen und zieht sich aus. Als Gott dann
nackt ist, merkt auch der Hase, daB das gar nicht der Tod war, der da reinkam. son-
dern nur ein alter Mann, der splitterjasernackt im Schaukelstuhl hockt, die Knie
anzieht und schiichtern die Hinde auf seine FuBzehen legt, weil die Ndgel unge-
schnitten sind. Gott fcingt dann an, ein paar Geschichten aus dem Leben zu
erzdhlen und der Hase spitzt seine Ohren.
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